PROCEEDINGS OF THE

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES, DEPT. OF HISTORY
DARRANG COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS)

The second meeting of the Board of Studies (BOS), Department of History, Darrang
College (Autonomous) was held in offline mode on Saturday, 20th December 2025. The
meeting was attended by the following members:

1. Dr. Kangkan Deka, HOD, Dept. of History, (Chairperson)

2. Shri Horendranath Morang, Associate Professor, (Member from the Department)

3. Dr. Sweta Mahanta, Associate Professor, (Member from the Department)

4. Smt. Devdutta Kakati, Assistant Professor, (Member from the Department)

5. Dr. Preetee Sharma, Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Cotton University (Subject
Expert)

6. Shri Rupkamal Kakati, Rtd. Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Darrang College
(Meritorious Alumnus member)

The meeting was held in the Department of History, located in the New Academic
Building (NAB) of Darrang College (Autonomous) and commenced from 11.00 AM.
The following members could not attend the BOS meeting due to their other
unavoidable engagements on that day:

1. Dr. Rajib Handique, Professor, Dept. of History and Academic Register, Gauhati
University (Vice Chancellor's Nominee)

2. Dr. Digvijay Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Cotton University (Subject
Expert)

3. Shri Manoj Kumar Basumatary, CEO, Symbiotic Food Ltd., (Representative from
Industry/Corporate Sector).

The meeting commenced with the welcoming of the members present in the meeting by
the Chairman. The Chairman initiated the business of the meeting of the BOS by placing
the proposed COURSE STRUCTURE OF FOUR YEAR UNDERGRADUATE
PROGRAMME (FYUGP) IN HISTORY and the draft syllabus of B. A. (History), Major
course and the Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) for three years (First to Sixth
Semester) and Minor Course for Four years (First to Eighth Semester) for the
thoughtful assessment of the members, especially the Subject Expert present, and

solicited valuable suggestions for further improvement in the content of the courses



offered. He also informed that, though the Major courses for the Fourth year inserted
in the template of the structure of Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) in
History, but the draft syllabus of the courses of the Fourth year (Seventh and Eighth
Semesters) are not to be presented in this BOS for approval, as these courses requires
to be of Masters Level, therefore more time and deliberation necessary for the
preparation of the Syllabus of Seventh and Eighth Semester. He also informed the
members about the guidelines issued by the Academic Council of Darrang College
(Autonomous) regarding the design of the syllabus, where a common structure for the

Major and Minor courses has been prescribed.
Discussion on the Syllabus and Recommendations of the Subject Expert:

Placing the syllabus for discussion, Chairperson Dr. Kangkan Deka informed that the
syllabus of the First Semester, approved by the BOS in its first meeting held on 31 July,
2025 found to be problematic during the delivery of the course to the students. He
reported that due to the lengthy time period covered by the course (HIS-M]J-01014-
History of India-Earliest times to 1200 AD), it is difficult to complete the delivery of the
syllabus on time, and the content of the course is not adequate for the learners of the
Major course, as they are deemed to have more in-depth knowledge of the period.
Therefore, the faculty members of the Department of History, Darrang College
(Autonomous) suggested breaking up the syllabus at least into two period-viz, one
from the Earliest time to the Mauryan Period and the other from Post Post-Mauryan
period to 1200 AD. He also informed that after the conclusion of the issue related to the
tirst semester syllabus, the meeting has the following tasks to be concluded:

1. Approval of the COURSE STRUCTURE of Four-Year Undergraduate Programme
(FYUGP) in History

2. Approval of the draft syllabus of B.A. (History), Major course

3. Minor Courses for Four years (First to Eighth Semester)

4. Approval of the draft syllabus of B.A. (History), Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) for

three Semesters (First to third Semester)

The Chairperson first placed the COURSE STRUCTURE of the Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) in History for deliberation and approval of the
members, and it was approved by the subject expert and other members.

The syllabus of B.A. (History), Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) for three Semesters
(First to third Semester) has also been approved by the BOS.



The Chairperson placed a draft syllabus of the Minor Courses for four years (First to
Eighth Semester) for appraisal by the Board. Subject expert Dr. Preetee Sharma
suggested the following modifications in the Syllabus for the minor courses-

a) Combining the Fourth and Fifth semester minor syllabuses of Assam history into one
paper, as in the draft syllabus, the period from the earliest time to 1826 was divided into
two papers. In her opinion, students of minor courses are unreceptive to such detailed
courses, and a combined paper is adequate to provide them necessary knowledge of the
period.

The BOS agreed to her suggestion, and a combined paper of Assam History from
earliest times to 1826 AD was designed and approved.

b) The subject expert also suggested that a paper on the history of the Far East can be
introduced in place of the Assam history paper that got eliminated due to combining
the two papers.

Accordingly, a paper on the History of China and Japan (1839-1949) was designed and
approved by the BOS.

Along with these modifications, the BOS approved the Syllabus of Minor Courses
for four years (First to Eighth Semester).

The chairperson placed a draft syllabus of B.A. (History), Major course from first to
sixth semester, with a redesigned syllabus for the first semester for deliberation.

Dr. Preetee Sharma, the subject expert member of the BOS, in her opinion, reminded
that she suggested in the first BOS that the period covered in the syllabus is too long
and proposed considering breaking up the syllabus at least into two periods, viz., one
from the earliest time to the Mauryan Period and the other from Post Post-Mauryan
period to 1200 AD. She expressed her satisfaction as the first semester Major paper was

redesigned accordingly.

She also suggested modifications for other papers of Major courses from the first to

sixth semesters as follows:

i) Replacing the titles of the Third to Sixth Semesters papers of various periods of Indian
History, i.e.,, India Under the Turko Afghans, Mughals, East India Company, British
Crown, etc., with History of India (with a Specific period).

The subject expert suggested the insertion of a subunit on 18th 18th-century debate in
the Indian History paper of the Fifth Semester. The subject expert also suggested the



insertion of a subunit on Indian suffragists and the role of AIWA, NCWI in the Indian
History paper of the Sixth Semester.

ii) Replacing the title of the Third Semester paper, HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT
CIVILIZATIONS, with HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD and reducing the course load by
deducting one unit of Bronze Age civilisation, either Egypt or Mesopotamia. Insertion of two
introductory sub-units on the aspects of Bronze Age and Iron Age civilisations was also
suggested by the subject expert.

iii) In the Assam History papers of Fourth, Fifth and Sixth semesters, the subject expert
suggested the insertion of recent historical studies into the Bibliography. The subject
expert also suggested the insertion of a sub-unit on the Historiography of modern

Assam in the Assam History papers of the Sixth semester.

iv) In the European History paper of the Fifth semester, insertion of the topic -women’s
role in the French Revolution and in the Sixth semester paper, the topic Paris Commune
are suggested by the Subject expert.

The BOS thoroughly discussed the suggestions offered by the subject expert and
decided to incorporate her suggestions by making modifications according to the

suggestions.

Other members present in the BOS meeting actively participated in the discussion and

offered their valuable suggestions for the modification of the syllabus.

The chairperson informed that though the courses of Seventh and Eighth semesters
have been shown in the template of the structure of Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUGP) in History, the draft syllabus of the courses of Seventh and Eighth
semesters is not to be finalised in this BOS meeting. The reason stated by him is that
these courses require to be of Master's Level and therefore more time and deliberation
are required in the design of the courses for the Seventh and Eighth semesters, and will

be placed in the next BOS meeting.

The chairperson appreciated the members present in the BOS for their painstaking
involvement in the conduct of business of the BOS and offered his sincere thanks for
their whole-hearted effort. He also anticipated similar co-operation in the fulfilment of

the future course of work.
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